Be a partof
something greater.




ALUMNI STORIES




“l always remember my time in the NCA community fondly. | still have
friends | stay in close contact with from NCA, and we often talk about
great memories from grade school. After NCA, |
went to Northside College Prep for high school,
followed by the Georgia Institute of Technology,
where | received my B.S. in Architecture. | hope to
get my master's degree as well eventually. | am
also fortunate to have received my first job with a
former NCA family. | really believe the amazing
community and education | got from NCA helped

mold me into the person | am today.’

—Daniel Cancilla, Class of 2012

Parent Accounts

While the students are the center of the NCA world, parents are an
integral part of our community. Together, we create an invaluable
support system to nurture these children's potential and amplify their
light.

“‘Our daughter absolutely loved kindergarten at NCA! She has a very
shy personality (especially being new to the school) and the teachers
helped make her transition to this new environment so smooth. e
were impressed by the teacher-parent communication, as well as all
the fun learning activities the teachers gave for home time. Our
daughter accomplished her personal goal in kindergarten to learn how
toread...and as she moves into first grade, she now is filled with
academic confidence. We couldn't be happier.”

—Michael Jacobson



PARENT ACCOUNTS




-xcellence &
Accountanility

Northside Catholic Academy is a Blue Ribbon School. This honor is
awarded to the top 50 private schools in the country that demonstrate
exemplary high performance. This recognition is earned through
performance on state assessments and nationally-normed tests.

We are very proud of this distinction, and we strive to maintain this standard
and propel our students forward by maintaining small class sizes and
providing a balanced focus on test preparation.

Small Class Sizes

TEACHER TO STUDENT RATIOS:
Preschool — 1:10 per classroom
Kindergarten — 1:12 per classroom
1t-8" Grade — 1.25 per classroom

Test Scores & High School Acceptance

Our scores consistently rank above the national average in every subject and
across all grades.

NCA students are prepared to test into any high school they are interested in
attending. We aid this process by exploring a variety of strengths and
interests, encouraging students to understand themselves and their
passions. This discernment helps them to identify a high school that will
empower them to continue their academic and social success.

Each year, we see our students accepted to DePaul College Prep, Loyola
Academy, Notre Dame High School, St. Ignatius College Prep, Walter Payton
College Prep, Jones College Prep, Lane Tech, and other similarly prestigious
schools.
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EXCELLENCE & ACCOUNTABILITY




Wnole Chilo
Pnilosopny

We believe no education is complete without addressing the whole child: mind,
body, and spirit. This guiding principle allows us to create a uniquely unified
academic experience.

We elevate classroom learning and movement practices by attending to matters of
the spirit, providing a rich educational experience rooted in Catholic values of
inclusion and service.

Our community seeks to create a closer relationship with God while helping our
children appreciate our faith's values and traditions. e respect and care for each
member of our diverse community and offer opportunities for our students to excel
academically, build meaningful relationships, learn responsible citizenship, and
develop skills for leadership.

NCA's Core Beliefs

- Building character is as important as the curriculum taught

- Expressing faith through kindness and integrity

- Cultivating solution-oriented and growth mindsets

- Creating habits that lead to academic excellence, spiritual and emotional health
- Promoting teamwork, relationship-building, and limited screen-time

- Inspiring accountable servant-leaders

* Nurturing a diverse community of love and belonging

- Establishing a lifestyle of intentional giving



Tenets of Whole Child

MORAL & SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

Our students experience a balanced curriculum for spiritual and moral
development by learning to think critically about their beliefs, growing in faith
through communal worship, and developing a lifelong commitment to civic
engagement through works of social justice.

WISDOM

Our students are encouraged to form their conscience by asking big questions and
engaging with peers and mentors in deep conversation.

WORSHIP

All our students engage with their faith by beginning and ending the day with
prayer and attending a child-focused weekly mass. We also practice active
participation in the seasonal Church calendar to learn through ritual and build
tradition.

WORKS

One of our fundamental goals is to instill principles of social justice and civic
engagement in our students. Through our thoughtful works program, we raise
awareness of injustice and duty in school, the neighborhood, the country, and
throughout the world. Cultivating empathy and solidarity leads to lifelong civic
engagement and informed, caring adults.
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CURRICULUM & CLASSROOM
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K-4™ PRIMARY SCHOOL CLASSROOM PRACTICES

Morning Meeting: everyone in the classroom gathers in a circle for twenty to thirty minutes at
the beginning of each school day and proceeds through four sequential components: greeting,
sharing, group activity, and morning message.

Establishing Rules: teachers and students work together to name individual goals for the year
and establish rules that will help everyone reach those goals.

Energizers: short, playful, whole-group activities that are used as breaks in lessons.

Quiet Time: a brief, purposeful and relaxed time of transition that takes place after lunch and
recess, before the rest of the school day continues.

Closing Circle: a five- to ten-minute gathering at the end of the day that promotes reflection
and celebration through participation in a brief activity or two.
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Primary School Campus (PreK-4th Grade)
6216 N. Glenwood Ave. | Chicago, IL 60660
Main Office: 773.743.6277

Middle School Campus (5th-8th Grade)
7318 N. Oakley Ave. | Chicago, IL 60645
Main Office: 773.271.2008

Follow NCA on Facebook & Instagram!
f @NorthsideCatholicAcademy

www.NorthsideCatholic.org



